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“Gender-Based Violence” in Morocco: Conceptual Frameworks, 
Challenges and Strategies 

 

 The second Issue of the  

Journal of Applied Language and Culture Studies (JALCS) 

 

Background 

Violence perpetrated against women is an alarming global problem that cuts across age, class, 

race, ethnicity, culture and geographical region. Women around the world have been suffering 

from violence substantiated and perpetuated in inequities that often result from an intersection 

of cultural, economic and political discriminations which increase women’s vulnerability to 

violence, especially in a globalised world dominated by a neoliberal and imperial/patriarchal 

logic. If the root causes of the issue are complex, so are the strategies and frameworks used to 

help redress it. Since the late 1990s, “gender-based violence” (GBV) has emerged as the 

site of activism, international resolutions and media coverage, forcing many states to 

commit to its eradication. This attention, however, has come with an overemphasis on 

culture-based explanations in both transnational and national discourses, resulting in the 

stigmatization of certain cultures and religious traditions, while ignoring structural 

inequalities caused by neoliberal capitalism or the state, for instance.  

In Morocco, issues of women’s rights and violence have been increasingly present in the 

public sphere since at least the 1980s as a result of international pressures and local demands 

from feminist and human rights activists, academics, journalists, novelists, and artists.  In 

particular, Moroccan feminists have used various frameworks and strategies to raise 

awareness and achieve legal reforms in the family law, the civil and penal codes. Some 

feminists have grounded their advocacy on a framework of human rights, creating national 

and regional coalitions to put pressure on the state to respect its international legal 

commitments, namely the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women. Others have based their action and advocacy upon a more faith-based frame 

that privileges a conciliatory approach as a means of protecting women and their families. 

This activism has contributed to making violence against women a state issue. Indeed, in 

2011, the Moroccan state conducted a national state survey on the prevalence of violence 

against women (revealing a rate exceeding sixty percent). Furthermore, the reformed 2011 

Constitution included stipulations that guarantee women’s right to physical and moral 

integrity and dignity. More recently, the state has also adopted a new law on violence against 

women (2018) which criminalizes all forms of gender-based discrimination, including public 

harassment, sexual assault, and cybercrimes. Despite these important gains, efforts have still 

to be made to come to a full understanding of the complexity of the issue. 

This second issue of the JALCS addresses the theme of “gender-based violence” in the 

specific context of Morocco using an interdisciplinary approach. It seeks to interrogate the 
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concept of “GBV” along with its underlying assumptions and to understand both gendered 

and non-gendered violence against women, especially its complex forms, root causes, 

consequences, and possible solutions. The collection is meant to foster dialogue among those 

working in different academic fields and disciplines with a view to sharing their empirical 

findings and theoretical deliberations. We trust that this edited issue will inform both practical 

intervention and theory in matters of gender equity and social justice.  

Possible topics may include, but are not limited to:  

 Feminist theory and GBV in Morocco 

 Rights-based and faith-based feminist approaches  

 Western representation, Moroccan culture, and GBV 

 Law and national policies on GBV 

 The state and political violence against women 

 Political economy or neoliberal policies  

 Language, education and gendered violence 

 Media, art, popular culture and GBV 

 Discursive violence on women 

 Domestic violence against women  

 Sexual harassment in the workplace and in the public space 

 Women’s self-empowerment strategies 

 Men’s role in combating violence against women 

We invite submissions of manuscripts related to topics in violence against women in 

Morocco. All submissions should be original work that has never been published before or is 

not under review currently by any other journal. Manuscripts should strictly conform to the 

general submission guidelines of JALCS available at the JALCS website: 

https://revues.imist.ma/index.php?journal=JALCS and the Applied Language and Culture 

Studies Laboratory (ALCS Lab) website: http://www.alcslab.byethost11.com. 

Submissions 

A 300-word abstract from prospective authors should be sent to the editors of the issue 

Mohammed Derdar and Raja Rhouni (alcsjournal@gmail.com) by September 9, 2018. 

Complete manuscripts (ranging from 5000 to 6000 words) of accepted proposals should be 

due by November 30, 2018. All submissions go through a rigorous blind review.  

 

Important dates 

 A 300-word abstract from prospective authors to be submitted by September 9, 2018. 

 Authors of accepted proposals to be notified by September 16, 2018.  

 Complete manuscripts of accepted proposals should be due by November 30, 2018.  

 Authors of accepted manuscripts are notified by December 31, 2018. 

 Accepted articles will be published in January 2019. 
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