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Structural reform projects in the Arab region during the last century
"Unity and Fragmentation Issues”
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Abstract  The unitary reformist trend that prevailed in the Arab region during the last century considered that fragmentation
is the main problem facing the Arab Islamic nation. Jamal al-Din al-Afghani, al-Kawakibi, Rashid Rida, Hassan al-Banna, Allal
al-Fassi, Abdel Nasser, Saif al-Dawla and other unionists have agreed to say that the liberation and revival of the Arab
countries depends on ending their fragmentation. While these unitary reformers agree on the seriousness of the problem of
fragmentation, they differ in describing the appropriate solution to it. Some of them call for Arab unity as the final solution to
the problem of fragmentation, while others say that Arab unity is nothing but a step towards the unity of the "Islamic
homeland". This disagreement between the unitaries became stronger after they splitinto two opposing currents: a nationalist
current calling for Arab unity, and an Islamic trend calling for Islamic unity. This division in the unitary house has given way to
the emergence of isolationist currents that do not consider Arab fragmentation an obstacle to reforming the Arab reality. It
appears that the unitary ideology developed by the theorist Ismat al-Saif al-Dawla provides a basis for regrouping the unitary
trend. So Saif al-Dawla’s call tells the nationalist: You are right to call for Arab unity, but you must not overlook that Islam is
part of the Arab nation. Also, Saif al-Dawla’s call tells the Islamist: You are right to demand the application of the Islamic
system in the state of unity as long as the Arab nation was formed under the umbrella of Islam, but you have to acknowledge

the impossibility of establishing a religious state for Muslims.
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