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Cooperative organizations in Morocco:

A socio-historical approach to the origins of dependency on state
support
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Abstract

This scientific paper examines, from a socio-historical perspective, the origins of the
current organizational conditions of cooperatives in Morocco, and reveals the logicbehind
their dependency on state financial support for decades. The paper achieves this objective by
tracking back the most important stages of the historical trajectory of this type of socio-
economic organizations at the national level since their colonial introduction for the first time
in Morocco in 1922 during the colonial period (1912-1956) and the period which
immediately followed Morocco’s independence and which was characterized by the
preservation of some vestiges of the colonial inheritance in this field by the Moroccan State
through the preservation of the legislation regulating the sector and the continuity of the direct
administrative guardianship practice by the State services on the co-operatives in some
productive sectors, to arrive, finally, to present time which is marked, on the one hand, by a
quantitative and dynamic boom without precedent in the creation of cooperative
organizations, and, on the other hand, by a great impetus in public policies to support the
sector and its units.

Key words: Cooperatives in Morocco, Colonial introduction, Administration
Guardianship, dependency on state financial support.
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