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Abstract:

This paper compares works by two poets who composed poetry in their colloquial varieties: the modern
Moroccan poet and novelist Driss Messnaoui and the medieval Italian poet Dante Alighieri. In addition to
their creative writings, these poets also wrote works of literary criticism in which they discussed the issue
of language and which variety serves poetry composition best: the standard or the colloquial. They both
express their preference for the colloquial, providing arguments that seem strikingly similar in many
respects, although they lived in different historical periods and in different cultures. What unites them is
the diglossic situation in which they found themselves in. this paper, therefore, is a comparative study of
some of the internal factors that drive sociolinguistic change from diglossia to standard-with-dialects.
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